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Giving advice
The phrase “If I were you” is often used to give advice  
in English. By saying it, you imagine that you are in  
the same position as the person you are talking to.

KEY LANGUAGE “IF I WERE YOU”

FURTHER EXAMPLES “IF I WERE YOU”

English uses “if I were you” 
to give advice in second 
conditional sentences.  
The advice is expressed 
using “I would.”

New language  “If I were you”

Vocabulary  Phrases for giving advice

New skill  Making suggestions

English uses “were,” not 
“was,” in this context.

The suggestion can come first 
without changing the meaning.

The advice comes after “I would.”

There is no comma before “if.”

REWRITE THE SENTENCES, REVERSING THE ORDER OF THE PHRASES
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USE “IF I WERE YOU” TO GIVE 
ADVICE, SPEAKING OUT LOUD

MARK THE SENTENCES  
THAT ARE CORRECT

LISTEN TO THE AUDIO AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

Connor asks his colleague Isobel  
for some advice at work.
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To make suggestions, you can use a variety of opening  
question phrases. These are always followed by a gerund.

KEY LANGUAGE QUESTION PHRASES WITH GERUNDS

REWRITE THE SENTENCES USING QUESTION PHRASES WITH GERUNDS

Question 
phrase. Gerund.
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READ THE ARTICLE AND ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

USE THE CHART TO CREATE 12 CORRECT SENTENCES  
AND SAY THEM OUT LOUD

CHECKLIST

 “If I were you”   Phrases for giving advice   Making suggestions  
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